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TOO LATE FOR ROSES 

BARBARIAN 

THE REFLECTIVE PROPERTY 

A WISH FULL OF DREAMS 
CONSUMER 


A SHOT BELOW THE BELT 


EVE OF THE END 


THE SEVENTH TRUMPET 


Do ~~ 


| wrote the songs for Thrill Seeker while completing my junior year at Elizabethtown College. 
We weren't allowed to have live amps in our dorm rooms 50 | was restricted to playing on a 
$150 acoustic guitar my parents had gotten me for Christmas. During that time | was of the 
mindset that if | could learn to play the parts on my acoustic guitar, they'd be really easy to 
play when | switched to electric. (I’ve since found that this isn’t the case.) 


On my 21st birthday | packed up my dorm room and left college for the final time. A couple 


weeks prior, ABR had signed our first record contract, a five-album deal with Seattle, WA Y е 
based label Solid State Records. | told myself that college would always be there for те when J a 
the band called it quits, and | guess that still holds true, but the longer I’ve been away the less 

interest | have in going back. It was the end of a long chapter in my life, but | couldn't wait to ds 


start taking the band more seriously, so it was a welcomed change. 


We recorded Thrill Seeker in a short 17 days at a studio called Dark Horse Studios in Franklin, v. 
TN. It was a beautiful studio located on a large wooded property in rural Tennessee. We had 

access to all you could eat Krispy Kreme doughnuts, and an endless supply of Red Bull. We also 

had access to the creative mind of famed metal producer Adam D. Adam was the first and last 
producer we've ever worked with who actually took our songs and really shaped them into 
what they are on this album. He added parts, and he took parts away. He dramati- 
cally changed tempos, altered arrangements, the whole nine yards. It was an 
eye-opening experience for me, and | knew | had a long way to go when it came 

to writing a song. Perhaps | had even longer to go as a player... 


Remember how | said | was doing all my writing and practicing on an acoustic 
guitar? Well that turned out to be a bit of a disaster when we got into the studio 
with Adam and needed to start tracking guitars. It didn't take long for Adam to 
realize that Brent and | were not up to snvff, and if the guitars were to be tracked in 
the short time frame we had available, he was going to have to play a lot of parts for us. 
Basically anytime we needed a tremolo guitar part played, we'd pass the guitar to Adam 
and he'd track it in a couple minutes. It was very humbling to have my shortcomings on full 
display, but | tried to remind myself that | was less than three years into this whole guitar 
thing. This was but a starting point іп my journey Фа player and as a writer. 


When | look back on Thrill Seeker nearly fifteen years later, | can see some signs of what | 
would ultimately become as a musician. Our sound certainly wasn't fully developed and | 
was obsessed with breakdowns, odd time signatures, and tremolo picking. I’m amazed at 
how many different parts every song has. Still, it was an important building block №г the 

band, and an album that taught each of us а lot abóut the writing process, recording, and 
even how to handle life on the road. 


| hope you enjoy digging into ABR’s beginnings as you comb through this book. Just 
make sure you do it with an electric guitar, and not an acoustic. 

JB Brubaker ٠ 
November, 2018 
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